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Assuming then that all who should or a part of them
have evacuated the cities and have gone to the villages or
are about to go, what should they do? They must go with
the village mind to live the village life as much as possible.
They may not reproduce city conditions and build tempo-
rary palaces. They should go to the viHages in a spirit of
service, study their economic and other conditions, and
ameliorate them not by giving alms but by giving the vil-
lagers work of a permanent nature. In other words, they
should work the constructive programme among the vil-
lagers. Thus they will identify themselves with the villagers
and become a kind of co-operative society with an ordered
programme of economic, social, hygienic and political
reconstruction.

The greatest problem the new-comers will have to
tackle will be to deal with loot and dacoitieS. It will tax
their resources to the utmost. The non-violent way is there.
If that is not clear to them, with the co-operation of the
villagers they should organize themselves for armed defence
against robbers and dacoits. We have too long looked to the
Government to do this elementary work for us, not exclud-
ing even the reclamation of castes called criminal tribes. The
Government cannot do much, if anything at all, at this cri-
tical time. The work has perforce to be done by the evacuees
violently, non-violently, or both ways.

Sevagram, 10-3~'42
Harijan, 15-3-1942
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EVACUATION

Q. You have advised evacuation from the cities of
those who are not wanted for service or other reasons- But
what are those poor people to do who have no homes to go
to and who would be unwelcome wherever they go?

A* This is a. real difficulty. They must be provided
for by the people of the provinces to which they belong.
If we are one nation, we should have no difficulty in pro-
viding for every contingency that may arise. If we are to